When visiting Tasmania, there are a few things that can make your trip safer & more fun:

· We have daylight savings from the beginning of October to the end of March. What this means is that during these months we have very long days – it doesn’t get dark until after 8pm! Plenty of time to enjoy the scenery & get a few extra waves in!

· We do have a lot of wildlife, which is great, but you must be careful driving after dark as a lot of the animals are on the road then, particularly on country roads – possums, wallabies, wombats etc can all leave nasty marks on your car & could leave you a little shaken. Best advice – get to where you’re going before it gets dark and keep yourself and our wildlife safe!

· Don’t rely on using EFTPOS in all places – many smaller outlets do not have the facility, so it is best to have a bit of cash on hand.

· Mobile phone coverage – there are many ‘dark’ spots in Tassie that have no phone coverage at all & as at 2011 Telstra is the only service provider that is available in most areas of the State. Optus, Vodaphone & other providers will work in the main city areas – Hobart, Launceston, Devonport and Burnie etc, but their coverage in other areas of the State is still developing.

· Sunburn – even though temperatures might be cool, the sun (and the wind) can still burn…so make sure you still Slip, Slop and Slap!

· Fruit & vegetables – due to quarantine regulations, fruit & vegies are not allowed to be brought into Tassie – please respect this & buy them once you’re here. Foxes  (the furry kind!) are also prohibited.

· Food & drink – we don’t have much here in Tassie…only kidding, there’s plenty! But be aware that if you are travelling to more isolated areas, facilities may be limited & don’t expect a Maccas in every town - there’s only about a dozen in the State!! However, most places have a bakery or the good old- fashioned fish and chip shops & we have some pretty nice seafood here, so be prepared to wait for some fresh food and enjoy it!

· Roads – being a fairly mountainous state, we have some very windy roads – don’t expect to cover 100kms in an hour – relax and enjoy the scenery – it is so beautiful it would be a shame if you missed it! Look out for echidnas too!

· Before you leave home, checkout these websites for more info’:
www.discovertasmania.com.au
www.tas.gov.au/tasmaniaonline/about
www.tasmania.visitorsbureau.com.au
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